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(CALL TO ORDER OF THE COURT)

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Trapp, are you ready to
proceed on the sentencing of your client?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Is the Government ready to proceed,
Mr. Sanders?

MR. SANDERS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. In this, as in this morning's
proceedings, the Court has | ooked at the written comments that
the defendant has made to the presentence report and at the

response of the Government to the objections by the defendant.
I can rule on them as they're -- have already been made and as
the record stands from your memorandum; or if you want to make
any brief comments in addition to what's in the record, you'll
be given some time to do so. Do you want to make any comments
in addition to what's already in the record, Mr. Trapp?

MR. TRAPP: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Sanders?

MR. SANDERS: No, sir, Your Honor

THE COURT: All right. Well, the Court, then, adopts
the findings of fact and the conclusions of | aw and the
comput ati ons of the presentence report. And based on those
computations -- first, though, the rulings on the objections
that were made in the objections of Dickie Scruggs will also

to the objections made in

apply

the case of

Sidney Backstrom
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And th

e record will

are adopted as the

copy of

t hat docume

MR. EAST:

THE COURT

reflect that the rulings made this morning
rulings made in this case. Do you have a
nt you gave me a few mi nutes ago?

(Passing document.)

: Thank you. And the Court finds,

therefore, that bas

$400, 000,

the offen

history of this def

crimn

Of

a

history.

course, the

ed on the intended benefit, the amount of
se level in this case is 29. The criminal
endant is one, which means there is no

The i mprisonment range is 87 to 180 months.

Court is restricted somewhat on that range

restricted quite a bit on it, actually, based not only on the

statutory maxi mum but on the -- if the Court accepts the

presentence -- the

rel ease under these

range is 15,000 to
Now, is there
Court asks for any

accept

just -

doi ng

state?

MR. TRAPP

pl ea negoti ati on. And that the supervised
gui delines is two to three years, the fine
150, 000 doll ars.

anything else we need to take up before the

statements from the parties?

: Your Honor, | assume the Court will

the plea agreement? And that's been my understanding,

it,

THE COURT:

Well, | haven't done that; but | plan on

yes.

MR. TRAPP:

Yes, sir.

THE COURT:

So is there anything else you want to
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MR. TRAPP: No, Your

THE COURT: Well, let

(Parties complying.)

THE COURT: Al'l right,

before the Court. You've entered

of the United States Code,

to commit bribery of an

before the Court now for

anything you want to state to the

THE DEFENDANT: Yes,

to express

the Bar for my involvement in the

pl eadi ngs. I have been

indictment every day, since

for the rest of my life.

I have cried with my wife and my children

to count. That punishment,

damage |'ve caused to my

| eave me. For the sake of my fami

me, | ask that you exercise

consideration of

THE COURT: Mr. Trapp?

MR. TRAPP: Your Honor
comments; and then Mr. Tannehill
It'll be brief, Your Honor. As a

your

Sidney Backstrom

Section 371,

elected state official

sentencing on

Your

my profound sorrow to my

haunted by

| ate November,

along with al ways wondering of

family and

the most

the plea agreement

Honor .

client come up, then.

you stand

a plea of to Title 18

gui lty

which is the conspiracy

You're up

t hat charge. Is there

Court before sentencing?

Honor . Your Honor, | want

family, to this Court, and

actions |l eading to these

the events | eading to my

and will likely be
too many times

the
wi |1

three chil dren, never

ly and children who rely on

di scretion allowed you in

of fered. Thank you.
I'"d like to make just a few
will make just a few more
prelim nary matter, | request
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that Mr. Backstrom be allowed to volunt

institution,

ask the Court

t hat

to

sent to Forrest

approxi mately an

he be given 30 days t

arily rep

0o pay any

recommend to the Bureau of Pris

City, Arkansas; which

hour and a half drive

Mr. Backstrom's wife has

to that, if the Court

t hat the Bureau

Your Honor,

woul d consi der

s, I'mto

from here

family in Arkansas that

is not bound by that.

I*d al so

express appreciation to t

family for speaking up

they have sent t

dealt with Mr.

events in thi

things about

dealing with

0O you. |

like to take

doing that.

this oppo

he friends, |awyers, ne

for Mr. Backstrom and the

ort to the

fine. And we

ons that he be

I d,

. And

's accessible

We understand

rtunity to

ighbors, and

letters that

point out that the |lawyers who have

Backstrom and addressed

s case were out of charact

his

professi

onalism, his c

them and describing him as

a man of his word.

Your Honor,

I would

that as a parting effort

Mr. Backstrom hi msel f

himself with dignity.

and contrition with

States Attorney's Office,

has

He'

respectfully s

for our profes

pled guilty,

s exercised t

for the Missi

public and the community at | arge

Lastly,

as

the Court

observed this

the Court

noted that the

er and said many nice

ourtesy,

a person

uggest to

sion, sin

t hat he's

he proper

respect for this Court, for

his civility in

who was al ways

this Court

ce

conducted

deep remorse

the United

ssippi Bar, and for the

mor ni ng,

there is a
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great sadness about this case; and | think that definitely

applies to Mr. Backstrom. I know that he carries a deep sorrow

for his conduct in this case, the pain and concern of his

family -- and | feel like he would say and authorize me to say

that if this event can serve as a message to other young

| awyers that they should forever remain vigilant, no matter

what their station, of the ethical obligations and the oath of

of fice which they take in order to have -- hope to have the
privilege to practice | aw. Thank you, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

MR. TANNEHI LL: Your Honor, may | add some things in

addition to that?

THE COURT: You may briefly.

MR. TANNEHI LL: Thank you. I stand before you today,
Your Honor, in a very unusual situation, not just as Sid
Backstrom s | awyer but also as his friend. Not just a
relationship or friendship that we formed since | began
representing himin this case, but |1've known Sid and his wife

Kelly and his kids since they moved here to town from the coast

to work with their firm-- with his firm

We first met one day, and we ended up belonging to the

same men's Bible study together. We've met every Tuesday now

for several years where we study the Bible and pray for one

anot her . It's a support group for men, and something that we

both very much enjoy.
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And as long as | live,

that | had that day when

they told me about

the fact

I will never forget the feeling
met in the Government's office, and

s of this case and the actions of my

brother, Sid Backstrom

I don't know why or -- nor will | ever know why Sid
partici pated or was involved in such a terrible situation. And
nor do | pretend to understand it. But | do know this, Your

Honor, and | want

And | think that h

submitted on his b

Anot her thing

letters to the Cou

cares for his gran

to pass along, that he is truly remorseful

is remors

ehalf to

e showed in those letters that were

the Court.

that | think that showed through in those
rt is that Sid Backstrom is a caretaker. He
dmot her, his elderly grandmother, who he

moved up here from the coast because she didn't have anybody

else to take care

his brother, who i

Corrections. He ¢

And as odd as

reasons Sid Backst

that he is a caret

to so many people.

affected not just

affected his commu

of her.

S current

ares for,

it may s

rom finds

aker. He

He cares for his widowed stepmother,

ly incarcerated at the Department of

obviously, his immediate family.

ound, Your Honor, | think one of the

hi mself before this Court today is

feels responsible on so many |l evels

He understands that this incident has

him and h

nity, his

THE COURT: Wel |,

do with him being

-- being

is immedi ate family; but it has

church, Ole Mi ss, and also the Bar.

what does being a caretaker have to

the reason he's standing before the
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Court?

MR. TANNEHI LL: Your

Honor, | th

he was just trying to help the situation,

takes responsibility for that.

He's cl ear

me and admitted his role in this incident.

was my onl

Your

accept his

y point.

Honor, |'m just here

plea, the plea that

today to as

was offered

and accepted by us and just have |l eniency

he can make somet hing positive out of this

not before

THE COURT: Wel |, thank goodness

the Court having been convicted

MR. TANNEHI LL: Yes,

THE COURT: There's

being a caretaker and committi

violation.

the Government

that -- |

Court accept

But at any rate, |

have anything you wish

sir.
no symbolic
ng a serious

appreci ate

MR. SANDERS: Your Honor, only t

know you said you were -- we wou

the plea agreement, that we f

and nothing since then has caused us to fe

ink that in some ways

and | think that he

ly been remorseful to

Your Honor, that

k that this Court

by the Government

on Sid Backstrom; so

terrible situation.

all caretakers are

of a serious crime.

relationship between
act of | aw

your comments. Does

to add?

hat we would ask

Ild just ask that the

elt it was a just one

el otherwise. And as

they've said several times, working with defense counsel in

this case,

Mr. Backstrom, | think, is genu

in the sense that is so often

remorseful

more because he got

the case whe

caught than

inely remorseful, not
re a defendant is

anything else.
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I think Mr. Bac

change of plea heari

So we would just ask

THE COURT:

kstrom -- and | think that was clear at his

ng -- is remorseful for doing what he did.

that you accept the plea agreement.

All right. The Court has studied the

situation, and the Court does accept the plea agreement that

was entered into. |

agree, Mr. Trapp, with your statement that

the many |l etters that were received on behalf of your client

show that he's well -

profession.

Of course, the

| arge book of them h

letters -- were soli

a lot of this type -

that they all asked

woul dn't have submit

The Court also

|l aypersons and other

conduct of a | awyer

in this country. An

that you and your cl

himself in would be

|l aw students how not

practice | aw.

Frankly, |I've b

which this judicial

l'i ked and has been well-respected in his

letters that were received -- and there's a

ere; these are just Mr. Backstrom s

cited by you. And of course, in all cases,

- and of course, the Court is not surprised

for I eniency and consideration or you

ted them.

received letters that were unsolicited from

s who | ook very, very cynically on the

who will attempt to corrupt the rule of | aw

d | appreciate what you said, Mr. Trapp

ient both hope that this situation he finds

a message to other young |l awyers and even

to conduct themselves after they begin to

een kind of surprised at the lightness with

bribery case has been taken by some people




DAI LY COPY 10

who are suppose to be role models to |l aw students and to other

students generally, young people, as to how they should conduct

themsel ves. And | ' m glad to see that Mr. Backstrom saying that

he hopes his prison sentence will be a message to other people

as to what might happen to them and what should happen to them

if they violate the oaths as a member of the Bar and as an

of ficer of the Court.

The Court has been i mpressed by Mr. Backstrom s state of

mi nd regarding how he feels about this charge. I remember when

you pled guilty, Mr. Backstrom; you were very remorseful at

that ti me. I cannot say that | have seen that type of remorse
with some of your co-defendants. So | take that into
consideration by -- from my observation of you.

There's one thing that | have not seen from you that
t hought | would see, and that is some kind of cooperation on
your part with the Government. They gave you a plea agreement
that provided you would have -- your sentence would be capped

at half of Mr. Scruggs' sentence, and that was based on assumed

cooperation from you. I understand there was a proffer of some

kind of cooperation before the plea agreement was made, but

there has been no cooperation.

MR. TRAPP: I think we've done what we've been asked

to do, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You think so?

MR. TRAPP: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Well, | haven't heard any testimony or

any proffer from the Government about his knowl edge of the
others' activities, especially one co-defendant | was
interested in.

MR. TRAPP: There has not been any knowl edge of that

t hat he has, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Well -- all right. Well, | -- that's
what | -- rose in my -- the question rose in my mind from what
I"ve heard, and what | question about what he knew about the
ot her things. But based on that, | -- as | say, | will accept

the plea agreement.

And | know it's a -- it's a difficult thing for you,
Mr. Backstrom. I know about your family. I know how well they
are |liked and respected by your neighbors. I"ve had letters
from them, al so. And -- but, as Mr. Scruggs said this morning,
the I ast thing he said was that he hopes that he will be a
better man when this is over. And | hope you can be also
Pursuant to the Sentencing Reform Act, it is the judgment

of the Court that the defendant, Sidney A. Backstrom, be
committed to the custody of the Bureau of Prisons to be
imprisoned for a term of 28 months on Count 1 of the
indictment. Upon release from imprisonment, he shall be placed
on supervised release for a term of three years

There's certain strict conditions of conduct that you must

abide by, Mr. Backstrom, following your release from custody.
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12

I"m not going to go over those with you at this t

probation officer will do so when that time comes.

The Court finds that there is reason to depart

the sentencing guidelines on the matter of a fine

me,

but th

upward f

and the

Court does so keeping with the aim that the defendant

e

rom

can pay

for his personal costs of incarceration which the Bureau of

Prisons estimates at $2,017 per month during the cost

incarceration and $1, 700 a month during the cost of

rel ease.

The Court will order a fine in the amount of

of

$250, 000,

which is an upward departure for that reason, based on the

defendant's |l ength of incarceration and his financial assets,
which the Court finds are capable of meeting that. The | ump
sum payment is due within 30 days but in no event shall be made
|l ess than 60 days.

Now, Mr. Backstrom, you have the right to appeal any
sentence i mposed illegally or as a result of any miscalcul ation
of the guidelines or outside the guideline range. And if you
are unable to pay for the cost of an appeal, you may request
the Court to consider waiving those costs.

You'd wished to report on your own, and the Court will set

the same date. May | see a voluntary surrender

THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: (Passing document.)

THE COURT: I'"m going to sign it in advance. 1" ve

set the reporting date August the 4th. And so we'

have

supervised
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evide

t hat ;

mak e

And vy

there

servi

nce that you agree to report on your own, you may sign
and your attorney may witness it.
(Parties complying.)

THE COURT: As to the place of incarceration, |"'1]

the recommendati on requested to the Bureau of Prisons.

ou'll be notified if they accept that recommendation or if
is some other institution that's designated for your

ce, so you'll know where to report.

Al'l right. Ils -- and also, Mr. Trapp, if you'll place

Mr. Backstrom in touch with the probation officers so they may

draw

the r
27t h,

up any other information they need from him

MR. TRAPP: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Is there anything else?

MR. TANNEHI LL: No, Your Honor

MR. TRAPP: No, Your Honor.

MR. SANDERS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Good luck, Mr. Backstrom

THE DEFENDANT: Thank you, Your Honor

MR. TRAPP: Thank you, Your Honor

THE COURT: We'll be in recess.

(THE SENTENCI NG ENDED AT 2:30 p.m.)
CERTI FI CATI ON

"I certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript from
ecord of proceedings in the above-entitled matter, June
2008. "
/s/ Rita Davis Sisk______

RI TA DAVI S SI SK, RPR, BCR, CSR #1626
Of ficial Court Reporter




